SCRIPTURE  DOCTRINE  OF  CEEATIOK.

in their turn.    For we are there plainly taught
that the universe had a beginning, so that
time   past   is  finite,  and  not  infinite;   that
creation, at least in its latest acts, has fol-
lowed an ascending scale, from matter to life,
from plants to animals, and from animals to
man, alone created in the image of God.    It
teaches, further, that creation was neither of
nebulous, abstract life, developed into species
by Divine Providence alone, nor of later indi-
viduals of which the birth is referred to that
Providence, but of distinct species of plants
and  animals,   endowed from the  first  with
specific characters,  and large capacities for
later increase; that the creation of man was
distinct from that of animals, and latest in
time;  that mankind are  descended from a
single man and woman, thus formed by the
power of God; and that the date of this event,
giving the widest range to the Scripture state-
ments, was somewhere more than five, and less
than ten thousand years ago.   Thus all the
prima facie conclusions of the widest inductions
of science, and the most patent lessons of the
sacred narrative, in five or six cardinal features,
arfc found in perfect agreement with each other.
The Evolution Theory, propounded of late
"by some philosophers in the name of advanc-